What you should know about
mem’nﬂwwm [ disease:

® Meningococcal (me-nin-je-kok-ul)
disease is a serious illness caused
by bacteria that can infect the blood
or areas around the brain and spinal
cord. Infection can lead to brain
damage, disability, and rapid death.

® Meningitis is the most common form
of meningococcal disease. Common
symptoms of meningitis include
stiff neck, headache, and high fever.

¢ College freshmen, particularly those
who live in student housing, are
more likely to get the disease. About
100 cases occur on U.S. college
campuses each year resulting in
5-15 deaths.

® Meningococcal vaccine can protect
against four of the five most
common groups of bacteria that
cause meningococcal disease.

Before you start college, make
sure you are up-to-date on all
your immunizations: measles,
mumps, rubella; tetanus,
diphtheria, pertussis; varicella;
and hepatitis B.

Get the meningococcal vaccine
if you will be living on-campus in
student housing.

Students in On-Campus Housing:

| have reviewed both sides of this
information flyer and...

I intend to receive
meningococcal vaccine.

| do not intend to receive
meningococcal vaccine.

Printed Name

/ /

Birthdate

Signature

/ /

Date

Return signed form to the Housing and
Residential Education office.

Look for more information;

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov

American College Health Association:
www.acha.org/info_resources

Ask your health care provider or Student Health Services!
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